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FOREWORD

Some 20 years after the ‘third wave’ of democratization began to roll across the sub-
Saharan region, a notable reversal of this process was experienced in 2008—-09, with several
countries suspended from the African Union as a result of ‘unconstitutional interruption of
the democratic order’. Thus, the 39th edition of AFRICA SOUTH OF THE SAHARA covers a period
of significant change, including the passing of two of the continent’s longest serving Heads
of State. E1 Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba died in June 2009 after 42 years as the Gabonese
President. He was to be succeeded by his son, Ali Bongo Ondimba, who secured victory at a
presidential election held in August, which was alleged by opposition parties to have been
conducted fraudulently and was followed by widespread unrest. In Guinea the death of
Gen. Lansana Conté in December 2008 precipitated the seizure of power by a military
junta, led by a junior army officer, Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara, which suspended the
Constitution and all political and trade union activity. During the year under review,
constitutional changes were also enacted by the Presidents of Niger and the Comoros,
which enabled the incumbents to extend their mandates and increase their control over the
institutions of state, while a presidential election in Mauritania in July 2009 legitimized
the effective re-establishment of military rule. Furthermore, Marc Ravalomanana, the
elected President of Madagascar, was forced from office in March, and also in that month
Jodo Bernardo Vieira, the Guinea-Bissau President, was assassinated by disaffected
members of the armed forces. The decision of the ruling African National Congress of South
Africa to ‘recall’ President Thabo Mbeki in September 2008 was also interpreted in some
quarters as a weakening of African constitutional democracy. Elsewhere on the continent,
economic measures implemented following the signing of a power-sharing accord in
Zimbabwe between the Movement for Democratic Change and the Zimbabwe African
National Union—Patriotic Front stabilized the country’s perilous financial position;
however, a solution to Zimbabwe’s enduring political problems remained elusive. Mean-
while, there was increasing concern regarding the potential effect of the global financial
crisis on levels of aid to African countries, with a number of donors reducing assistance
commitments during 2009. As a consequence, substantial negative implications for current
programmes to reduce poverty and increase development were expected.

These events, together with the year’s main political and economic developments in each
of the 52 states that comprise Africa south of the Sahara, are comprehensively narrated
and examined. Readers’ perspectives are further expanded by the General Survey, which
provides an in-depth analysis of current economic trends, an assessment of aid and
development initiatives over the past 100 years, an exploration of the phenomenon of failed
states and the repercussions of, and responses to, state failure in sub-Saharan Africa, and
an examination of the People’s Republic of China’s increasing political and economic
interest in the African continent. New essays on health and medical issues and African
security architecture are presented, while essays on two regional specific topics—the
threat to West Africa by organized crime and the development of ICT in East Africa—are
included for the first time.

In addition to contributions by specialist authors, researchers and commentators, all
statistical and directory material in the new edition has been extensively updated, revised
and expanded. A calendar of the key political events of 2008—09 provides convenient rapid
reference to the year’s main developments. Extensive coverage of international organiza-
tions and research bodies active in Africa is included, together with detailed background
information on the continent’s major agricultural and mineral commodities.

The Editors are once again thankful to all the contributors for their articles and advice,
and to the numerous governments and organizations that have returned questionnaires
and provided statistical and other information.

September 2009
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HEALTH AND WELFARE STATISTICS:
SOURCES AND DEFINITIONS

Total fertility rate Source: WHO Statistical Information System. The number of children that would be born per woman,
assuming no female mortality at child-bearing ages and the age-specific fertility rates of a specified country and reference
period.

Under-5 mortality rate Source: WHO Statistical Information System. Defined by WHO as the probability of a child bornin a
specific year or period dying before reaching the age of five, if subject to the age-specific mortality rates of that year or period.

HIV/AIDS Source: UNAIDS. Estimated percentage of adults aged 15 to 49 years living with HIV/AIDS.
< indicates ‘fewer than’.

Health expenditure Source: WHO Statistical Information System.

US $ per head (PPP)

International dollar estimates, derived by dividing local currency units by an estimate of their purchasing-power parity (PPP)
compared with the US dollar. PPPs are the rates of currency conversion that equalize the purchasing power of different
currencies by eliminating the differences in price levels between countries.

% of GDP

GDP levels for OECD countries follow the most recent UN System of National Accounts. For non-OECD countries a value was
estimated by utilizing existing UN, IMF and World Bank data.

Public expenditure

Government health-related outlays plus expenditure by social schemes compulsorily affiliated with a sizeable share of the
population, and extrabudgetary funds allocated to health services. Figures include grants or loans provided by international
agencies, other national authorities, and sometimes commercial banks.

Access to water and sanitation Source: WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme on Water Supply and Sanitation
(JMP) (Progress on Drinking Water and Sanitation, 2008). Defined in terms of the percentage of the population using
improved facilities in terms of the type of technology and levels of service afforded. For water, this includes house connections,
public standpipes, boreholes with handpumps, protected dug wells, protected spring and rainwater collection; allowance is
also made for other locally defined technologies. Sanitation is defined to include connection to a sewer or septic tank system,
pour-flush latrine, simple pit or ventilated improved pit latrine, again with allowance for acceptable local technologies. Access
to water and sanitation does not imply that the level of service or quality of water is ‘adequate’ or ‘safe’.

Carbon dioxide emissions Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators database, citing the Carbon Dioxide
Information Analysis Center (sponsored by the US Department of Energy). Emissions comprise those resulting from the
burning of fossil fuels (including those produced during consumption of solid, liquid and gas fuels and from gas flaring) and
from the manufacture of cement.

Human Development Index (HDI) Source: UNDP, Human Development Report (2007/08, Statistical Update). A summary
ofhuman development measured by three basic dimensions: prospects for along and healthy life, measured by life expectancy
at birth; knowledge, measured by adult literacy rate (two-thirds’ weight) and the combined gross enrolment ratio in primary,
secondary and tertiary education (one-third weight); and standard of living, measured by GDP per head (PPP US $). The index
value obtained lies between zero and one. A value above 0.8 indicates high human development, between 0.5 and 0.8 medium
human development, and below 0.5 low human development. A centralized data source for all three dimensions was not
available for all countries. In some cases other data sources were used to calculate a substitute value; however, this was
excluded from the ranking. Other countries, including non-UNDP members, were excluded from the HDI altogether. In total,
179 countries were ranked for 2006.
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INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE CODES

To make international calls to telephone and fax numbers listed in Africa South of the Sahara, dial the international code of
the country from which you are calling, followed by the appropriate country code for the organization you wish to call (listed
below), followed by the area code (if applicable) and telephone or fax number listed in the entry.

Country Country
code + GMT* code + GMT*

Angola........... .. ... .. ... ... ... 244 +1 Mauritania . ............ ... ... 222 0
Ascension Island. .................... 247 0 Mauritius . ... 230 +4
Benin............. .. ... i 229 +1 Mayotte. . ... 262 +3
Botswana........................... 267 +2 Mozambique . ............ ... 258 +2
British Indian Ocean Territory ......... 246 +5 Namibia. . .......................... 264 +2
BurkinaFaso ....................... 226 0 Niger......oooiiiiiiiii... 227 +1
Burundi............. .. .. ..o L 257 +2 Nigeria .........cciiiiiiinn... 234 +1
Cameroon . ..........ouiiiiiiia 237 +1 Réunion............................ 262 +4
CapeVerde .................c.couun. 238 -1 Rwanda............................ 250 +2
The Central African Republic........... 236 +1 SaintHelena........................ 290 0
Chad ............ ... .. ... i . 235 +1 Sa0 Tomé and Principe. ............... 239 0
The Comoros. .............covvuun... 269 +3 Senegal ................. ... ... ..., 221 0
Congo, Democratic Republic. . .......... 243 +1 Seychelles .. ........ ... ... ... ... 248 +4
Congo, Republic ..................... 242 +1 Sierraleone ........................ 232 0
Coted’Ivoire . ........... ..., 225 0 Somalia............................ 252 +3
Djibouti............ ... L. 253 +3 South Africa . ....................... 27 +2
Equatorial Guinea ................... 240 +1 Sudan ............ ... ... ... . ... ... 249 +2
Eritrea........... ... ... ... ... . ..., 291 +3 Swaziland . .......... ... ... ... ... .. 268 +2
Ethiopia. ........................... 251 +3 Tanzania................c.couuuun... 255 +3
Gabon ............ .. .. 241 +1 Togo. oot 228 0
The Gambia. . ....................... 220 0 TristandaCunha.................... 290 0
Ghana................... .. ........ 233 0 Uganda . ...................ciu... 256 +3
Guinea. . ... 224 0 Zambia . .......... . 260 +2
Guinea-Bissau. ...................... 245 0 Zimbabwe .. ....... ... . . o L. 263 +2
Kenya ............. ... .. .. ... ...... 254 +3
Lesotho ....... ... .. .. ... .. . ... 266 +2 *Time difference in hours + Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). The
Liberia. . .............iiiin.. 231 0 times listed compare the standard (winter) times. Some countries
Madagasear. .. ..., 261 +3 may adopt Summer (Daylight Saving) Times—i.e. + 1 hour—for
Malawi ........coiiiiiinnn 265 +2 part of the year.
Mali.....ooii i 223 0
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DIRECTORY SECTION
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under the following headings, where they apply: DEVELOPMENT BANKS
MERCHANT BANKS
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EXECUTIVE
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CENTRAL BANK
NATIONAL BANKS EDUCATION
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